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Chapter 10 Law Day
February 16, 2024

$30 per person
9am-12pm: Board Meeting 

12 pm-1pm: Lunch
1pm-4pm: Law Program
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scales to
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CHAPTER 10CHAPTER 10
LAW DAYLAW DAY
F E B R U A R Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 4F E B R U A R Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 4
HWC ENGINEERINGHWC ENGINEERING
BMO PLAZA BUILDINGBMO PLAZA BUILDING
135 N PENNSYLVANIA STREET135 N PENNSYLVANIA STREET
7TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM7TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204

$ 3 0  R E G I S T R A T I O N$ 3 0  R E G I S T R A T I O N

JOIN THE LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE FORJOIN THE LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE FOR

9 AM-12 PM - BOARD MEETING9 AM-12 PM - BOARD MEETING
12-1 PM - LUNCH12-1 PM - LUNCH
1-4 PM - LAW DAY PROGRAM1-4 PM - LAW DAY PROGRAM

REGISTER ON THE CHAPTER 10 WEBSITE TODAY!
HTTPS://WWW.IRWACHAPTER10.ORG/EVENTS-1
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President 's

Message

A New Year is always exciting to me, as it brings an opportunity to reflect,

reset and to begin anew. Chapter leadership did this as a group, prior to the

new year, at our November planning meeting. We have quite a few events

already in the works for 2024! There will be many opportunities to engage

with other right-of-way professionals and I encourage you to attend at least

one event you have not previously attended before. Just one new connection

can open a door, shine light on a new idea or reenergize your passion to

improve people's quality of life through infrastructure development. 

Our next Board meeting will be held prior to the February Legislative update

at HWC on February 16, 2024. The Board meeting will begin at 9 AM. The

Legislative update will begin at noon and includes lunch. The Legal Affairs

committee is working hard to provide a timely and relevant update of new

legislation, cases and other information that is relevant to our work. Don’t

miss this opportunity to stay current with important information.

Registration is available on the Chapter website. 

In April, the Chapter will partner with Indiana ITE (Institute of Transportation

Engineers) to offer a full-day educational and networking opportunity. Details

will be available soon, and a registration link will be posted on the website. 

The Region 5 Spring Forum will be held on May 2-4, 2024, in Green Bay,

Wisconsin. The meeting will include an educational symposium, golf outing

and Tour of Lambeau Field. Check the Region 5 website for details as they

become available. https://www.irwa-region5.org/forums.
Continued on next page3

https://www.irwa-region5.org/forums


Registration is open for IRWA’s 70th Annual International Education
Conference. The conference will be held in Long Beach, California, and several
hotel options are available. This year’s conference will offer over sixty
education sessions. Check out more details here:
https://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/StartPage.aspx?Site=lb2024 . 

Stay connected by checking the Chapter 10 website and following the
Chapter on social media for opportunities to connect with fellow members
and stay up to date on chapter happenings. If you would like to be involved in
Chapter 10, you are welcome! Send me a message, give me a call, or talk to me
at an event. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Chapter 10 President!

ASHLEY JOHNSON, MAI, SRA, R/W-AC

Chapter 10, President

(812) 337-0772

ajohnson@firstappraisalgroup.com
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The January/February
2024 issue of the Right of

Way Magazine is now
available! Click the cover
photo to the right to read

more about Global
Infrastructure! 
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https://www.rightofwaymagazine-digital.org/rightofway/library/item/january_february2024/4161290/
https://www.sam.biz/


Enbridge Inc. has agreed
sell its 50% interest in

Alliance Pipeline and its
42.7% interest in Aux

Sable to Pembina
Pipeline Corp. Click the
pipeline to learn more! 
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https://pgjonline.com/news/2023/december/pembina-pipeline-acquires-enbridges-interests-in-alliance-pipeline-aux-sable-for-31-billion?oly_enc_id=4468A6045034I0X
https://www.terzo.com/
https://www.skofirm.com/


NEW Professional Right of Way Certification Program

The Professional Right of Way Certification Program is a three-
level program that begins with the Right of Way Agent (RWA)
certification, progresses with the Right of Way Professional
(RWP) certification, and culminates with the Senior Right of
Way Professional (SR/WA) designation.

Those who hold the SR/WA have achieved the most prestigious
professional designation in the right of way industry through
experience, education, and examination. They represent the
most seasoned professionals who have acquired the highest
level of knowledge and expertise within all the major
disciplines of the right of way industry. Together with the RWA
and RWP, earning the SR/WA designation can help create
employment opportunities, career advancement, salary
increases and professional development growth. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions to get a
better understanding or for help in laying out a plan on how to
achieve one of these certifications and designations. 

You can also go the IRWA website and visit the Credentialing
Concierge by clicking the SR/WA logo =>.

Michelle Sechman, SR/WA
Chapter 10 PDC Chair
Michelle.Sechman@duke-energy.com

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT NEWS 
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https://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?site=IRWA2018&amp;webcode=116


CONGRATULATIONS TO
BRITTANY GRIGGS, SR/WA-GN
FOR SUCCESSFULLY MEETING
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
SR/WA-GN (SENIOR RIGHT OF

WAY AGENT – GENERALIST)
CERTIFICATION.

THE SR/WA CERTIFICATION
REFLECTS EVIDENCE OF

PROFESSIONAL
ACCOMPLISHMENT IN THE RIGHT
OF WAY PROFESSION THROUGH
EXPERIENCE AND EDUCATION

AND REFLECTS BRITTANY’S
DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT

TO PROFESSIONAL GROWTH.

Congratulations

Brittany Griggs, SR/WA-GN
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http://judscottconsultingarborist.com/


The EPA has given
California the power to
require that half of all
freight truck sales be

electric by 2035, a
standard already adopted
by 6 other states. Click the

truck to learn more! 

Drum roll, please! It's that
time of year again - the
International Education

Conference is here! Ready
to sign up? Just click on

that banner below to get all
the juicy details.

ELECTRIC FREIGHT

TRUCKS
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https://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/StartPage.aspx?Site=lb2024
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/03/31/california-requires-half-of-heavy-trucks-sales-to-be-electric-by-2035.html


                                               
The Chapter held our annual holiday party and awards banquet and
the Rathskeller on December 9th. It was a well-attended event and
holiday cheer was in the air! 
The Chapter collected an impressive carload of toys for Riley
Hospital for Children. Thank you to the Candler family for delivering
to Riley!

Chapter 10 Annual Award
Ceremony & Holiday Party

Recap

Continued on next page

The Program for the evening included a presentation by Chapter
President Ashley Johnson, MAI, SRA, R/W-AC on the State of the
Chapter, an update on the International Association by Jeff Jones,
SR/WA, R/W-NAC, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC. The program also included
presentation of Chapter 10 Scholarships and Awards. After the
program, members and their guests tried their luck at casino games
by Sertoma, Casinos for Charity. The lucky ones with chips at the
end were entered into a drawing for prizes. Thank you to all that
attended and our sponsors!
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Chapter 10 Postsecondary Education Scholarships
For the first time, Chapter 10 offered one $1000 postsecondary
education scholarship to a current college student or entering college
student for the 2024 term.
The Sponsorship and Scholarship Committee saw the benefit of
offering this type of scholarship to a deserving student to assist in
their development and desire to enter our industry workforce, and as
a way to bring attention of our industry to other students and
educators.
To be eligible for this scholarship the student had to be enrolled in an
accredited postsecondary institution and have a field of study related
to the right of way industry, while maintaining minimum a 3.0 GPA.
We were excited to receive applications from two very deserving
students. In fact, their applications so impressed all of us on the
committee, that we recommended to the Board that both students
receive scholarships, of which the Board unanimously agreed.
The inaugural recipients of the Chapter 10 Postsecondary Education
Scholarship, along with a one year IRWA Student Membership
provided by Chapter 10, are:

Leo Weber, a Freshman Land Surveying major at Vincennes
University
Alex Nealis, a Freshman Land Surveying major at Vincennes
University Continued on next page

Guests enjoyed casino games. 
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Ron and Cynde Barker Education Scholarships
In 2023 we were happy to announce we would be presenting 5,
$1,000 scholarships to be used towards education courses at
the Awards Banquet and Holiday Party. On behalf of the
Sponsorship and Scholarship Committee, Ron Barker, SR/WA,
Pat McCallister, SR/WA and Myself we want to thank our
Sponsors, membership and board members for allowing us this
opportunity to give back to the membership.  
In 2022 Chapter 10 awarded 5 - $1,000 scholarships to be used
in 2023 for IRWA Education Classes. Of the $5,000 in
scholarship dollars a total of $4,190 dollars of that scholarship
money has been used and 160 credit hours of classes has been
taken! That is amazing! Of the 12 classes that were taken 5 of
those classes were hosted by Chapter 10!Chapter 10’s
Education Committee has done a great job of scheduling
classes! Please check our website for future classes we are
hosting in 2024 and 2025.
The 2024 Ron and Cynde Barker Education Scholarship award
winners are:

Mercedes Arredondo, RWA
Michael Kuehl
Chris Roberts, RWA
Curt Candler, PS
Zachary Reilly, RWA

Continued on next page
12



Continued on next page

Chapter 10 Professional of the Year Award
The Professional of the Year Award says Indiana Crossroads of America
Chapter 10 of the International Right of Way Association for unparallel
leadership and professional dedication and selfless acts of time and
personal contribution. This year the committee felt there were two
standout individuals in Chapter 10 for Professional of the Year. 

John Petkovsek currently serving as Chapter 10’s Treasurer and part
of Chapter 10’s Valuation Committee
Stephanie Riley serving as Chapter 10’s Communications and
Relations Chair 

John Petkovesk is the President of David Mathews Associates and
Senior Appraiser. He has been a member of IRWA Chapter 10 since 2013
and has been in the industry 33 years.  John has spoken at chapter
programs and appeared on the Eminent Domain and Right of Way Club
as a guest. 
John has been a leader at regional and local levels of Hoosier State
Chapter of the Appraiser State Institute. He is an Indiana Principal
Broker License, Indiana Certified General Appraiser, Kentucky Certified
General Appraiser, and Practicing Affiliate, Appraisal Institute.

Stephanie Riley has been a member
of IRWA Chapter 10 since 2020. She
has written articles for the IRWA
Magazine, serves on an
international committee and serves
as a chair on a Chapter 10
committee and attends Chapter 10
and Region programs. Stephanie
has played an integral part in
revamping Chapter 10’s website,
organizing and hosting virtual
meetings offered for our April and
October Program, keeping up with
our chapter’s social media and
creating graphics for our events. 
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Chapter 10 Project of the Year Award
Each year, Chapter 10 recognizes a project that was worked on
during the calendar year by an IRWA Chapter 10 member(s) who
is a key participant of the project team and nominated by a
Chapter 10 member.

This year’s project winner was the SR/32 Main Street
Construction Project in Westfield, IN. 

Right-of-Way Services: WSP USA, Inc.
Right-of-Way Project Manager: Patrick McCallister, SR/WA
Project Originators: City of Westfield and INDOT. 
The right-of-way team consisted of two appraisal firms,
eValuations and Hazeltine & Associates and one review appraisal
firm, JAY Real Estate Services. In total there were 4 appraisers
(Lonnie Miller, Glenn Dickerson, Mike Hazeltine, Randy Newman)
and one review appraiser, Jim Yott. The team consisted of one
buyer, Angela Deddish, SR/WA with Comprehensive Land 

Procurement and two relocation
agents, Joe Gromosky and Brian
Nail both with Boomerang
Ventures. All of the firms
included at least one employee
that is a member of Chapter 10.

Patrick McCallister, SR/WA, Jamie Henry
RWP and Kim Smith accepted the award
on behalf of WSP.
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2024 in the Indianapolis area is
set to be as busy with

construction as 2023. Several
major road infrastructure

projects will be continued, and
several new projects will be

coming out for bids. Locations
such as Cumberland Road in

Fishers, Churchman Ave. in Beech
Grove, and 106th Street in

Carmel will be impacted. Click the
road to find out more!

2024 INDIANAPOLIS2024 INDIANAPOLIS
ROAD CONSTRUCTIONROAD CONSTRUCTION
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https://www.indystar.com/story/news/2023/12/20/2024-central-indiana-road-projects-that-could-impact-your-commute/71733406007/
https://negotiations-inc.com/


EDUCATION
 2023 WAS A GREAT YEAR FOR EDUCATION IN CHAPTER 10!  

2024 STANDS TO BE EVEN BETTER!!   WE HAVE A GREAT LIST
OF IRWA COURSES SCHEDULED OVER THE NEXT 12 MONTHS.  
MAKE SURE YOU DON’T DELAY IN GETTING REGISTERED FOR

ANY OF THESE COURSES.

COURSE 900 – PRINCIPLES OF REAL ESTATE ENGINEERING
MARCH 6-7, 2024 – NIPSCO SOUTHLAKE CAMPUS, MERRILLVILLE,

INDIANA
GARY KENT, PS – INSTRUCTOR

REGISTRATION

COURSE 600 – ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
MARCH 8, 2024 – NIPSCO SOUTHLAKE CAMPUS, MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA

MARIAN BARNES, SR/WA, MAI – INSTRUCTOR
REGISTRATION

COURSE 218 – ROW ACQUISITION FOR ELECTRICAL
TRANSMISSION PROJECTS

MAY 9-10, 2024 – SCHNEIDER GEOMATICS, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
MARY ANNE MARR, SR/WA – INSTRUCTOR

REGISTRATION

COURSE 803 – EMINENT DOMAIN LAW BASICS FOR ROW
PROFESSIONALS

AUGUST 19-20, 2024 – SCHNEIDER GEOMATICS, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
RAY HOWD – INSTRUCTOR

REGISTRATION

COURSE 200 – PRINCIPLES OF REAL ESTATE NEGOTIATION
AUGUST 27-28, 2024 – NIPSCO SOUTHLAKE CAMPUS, MERRILLVILLE,

INDIANA
MIKE PENICK, SR/WA – INSTRUCTOR

REGISTRATION
Continued on next page16

https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/1/900-principles-of-real-estate-engineering/description/?evt_key=5508b961-9d77-4c22-a497-952382c1d987
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/202/600-environmental-awareness/description/?evt_key=2a81e1e0-1359-4180-8cab-2789cc6151f4
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/280/218-right-of-way-acquisition-for-electrical-transmission-projects/description/?evt_key=6f32b508-2540-4453-ba49-d0c0ccb0b94e
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/300/803-eminent-domain-law-basics-for-right-of-way-professionals/description/?evt_key=7e55323a-6388-4327-9f05-6089f8a3595e
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/258/200-principles-of-real-estate-negotiation/description/?evt_key=a05e1e5a-3ae5-4694-882e-18c1aa36e731


DO YOU HAVE A LIST OF IRWA EDUCATION COURSES THAT YOU
HAVE IDENTIFIED THAT YOU WANT TO TAKE OVER THE NEXT
COUPLE OF YEARS?? SEND YOUR LIST TO EDUCATION CHAIR

PATRICK MCCALLISTER, SR/WA
(PATRICK.MCCALLISTER@WSP.COM) SO THAT HE CAN GET THESE

COURSES WORKED INTO THE CHAPTER’S COURSE SCHEDULE.

DID YOU KNOW…..

…….BY TAKING IRWA EDUCATION COURSES YOU CAN EARN IRWA
CERTIFICATIONS/DESIGNATION THAT ARE LOOKED AT AS MARKS

OF EXCELLENCE IN THE RIGHT OF WAY INDUSTRY.

…. .THAT CHAPTER 10 AWARDED $7000 IN EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE USED DURING 2024.  DON’T MISS OUT ON

YOUR CHANCE TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP FOR 2025.  

COURSE 800 – PRINCIPLES OF REAL ESTATE LAW
OCTOBER 10-11,  2024 – NIPSCO SOUTHLAKE CAMPUS, MERRILLVILLE,

INDIANA
RAY HOWD  – INSTRUCTOR

REGISTRATION

AND MORE STILL TO COME!! ! !

Be sure to check out the
Professional Development
Committee section of this

newsletter for more information,
or reach out to PDC Chair Michelle

Sechman, SR/WA
(Michelle.Sechman@duke-

energy.com) or Education Chair
Patrick McCallister, SR/WA

(Patrick.McCallister@wsp.com) for
more information on how we can

help you achieve these
certifications/designations.
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https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/291/800-principles-of-real-estate-law/description/?evt_key=9e152c18-9941-465d-ac66-e54a88dd2e5c
https://www.appraiseindy.com/


Could the outcome of the 2024Could the outcome of the 2024
Presidential Election affect majorPresidential Election affect major

infrastructure projects?infrastructure projects?  
President Biden’s team says it could.President Biden’s team says it could.  

The Biden Administration
has expressed that
keeping the 40,000

projects, started under
the major infrastructure
legislation 2 years ago,
funded may depend on

the 2024 election
outcome. Click the

Election Hat to find out
more. 
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https://www.wsp.com/en-us/
https://apnews.com/article/biden-infrastructure-projects-2024-election-republicans-cuts-90cdc4c57771eff377d3e3fa1da07317


19



New MembersNew Members
David Lauer, Wessler Engineering
Zachary Slavens 
Jeffrey Reidy, WSP
Aaron Ingram, Valuation Services
Jason McCort, HNTB
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https://www.banning-eng.com/
https://volkert.com/


Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission asks for
feedback from rate payers through written

comments.  

Click on the tank
to find out more! 
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https://schneidergeomatics.com/
https://www.abc57.com/news/indiana-utility-regulatory-commission-asking-for-feedback-on-proposed-gas-rate-increase-for-nipsco
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2023/2024

Chapter 10 Committees
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Pat McCallister, SR/WA, Chair (317)972-4529
Ron Barker, SR/WA (317)313-5557
Laura Wermund Santos, SR/WA (317)538-6987 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
 Michelle Sechman, SR/WA, Chair (317)838-2704
 Pat McCallister, SR/WA (317)972-4529
John Alexander, SR/WA (317) 826-7112
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Angela Deddish, SR/WA, Chair (317) 507-7524
 Steve Knies (317) 661-0580
Cindy Candler, PS (317) 826-7140
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
 Yasmin Stump, Esq., Chair (317) 705-0707
John Alexander, SR/WA  (317) 826-7112
Cindy Candler, PS (317) 826-7140 
Brittany Griggs (812) 491-4544
Wayne Johnson, MAI, RM (812) 337-0772
SURVEYING & ENGINEERING COMMITTEE 
Brian Haggard, PS, Chair (317) 753-7944
Luke Jahn, PS (317) 504-8792
Brian Stanoch, PS (317) 823-4462
Curt Candler, PS (317) 826-7140
Jon Polson, PS (317) 439-7315
LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Jason Lueking, Esq., Co-Chair (317) 464-1591
Chris Wischer, Esq. (812) 425-1591
Gary Kent, PS (317)345-4031
Yasmin Stump, Esq., Co- Chair (317) 908-2592 
SPONSORSHIPS & SCHOLARSHIPS COMMITTEE 
Cindy Candler, PS, Chair (317) 826-7140
Pat McCallister, SR/WA (317)972-4529 
Ron Barker, SR/WA (317)313-5557
CHAPTER HISTORY COMMITTEE 
Ron Barker, SR/WA, Chair (317) 313-5557
Steve Knies (317) 661-0580

This IRWA Chapter newsletter is an independent forum for the exchange of information and ideas concerning
the right of way profession. The publication of an article, opinion or advertisement does not constitute an

endorsement by the IRWA or Chapter 10 and the IRWA and Chapter 10 expressly disclaim responsibility for
the contents or accuracy of any article, opinion or advertisement expressed or published herein.

COMMUNICATIONS & RELATIONS
COMMITTEE
 Stephanie Riley Chair (317) 705-0707
Laura W Santos, SR/WA (317)538-6987 
Jill Hutchinson (317)696-6574 
VALUATION COMMITTEE
Ashley Johnson, MAI, SRA, R/W-AC, Chair
(812) 337- 0772
Lonnie Miller (317) 435-1441
John Petkovsek (812) 428-6000
Mike Hazeltine (317) 535-4165
Jim Yott (317) 255-1535
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
 Steve Knies, Chair (317) 661-0580
Jeff Taylor, SR/WA (317)443-0904
Qasim Asghar (574) 386-0199
Michael Keuhl, PMP (317) 775-4601
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE 
Madison Culp, RWP, Chair (317) 418-4153
Jamie Henry, RWA (317) 987-5660
UTILITIES COMMITTEE
Kenny Franklin, Chair (317) 590-8763
Chris Roberts, RWA (260) 413-9964
Chris Delawter, RWP (765) 212-2417
Ryan Kopp, RWA (812) 217-0743
SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTE
Angela Deddish, SR/WA, 
Chair (317) 507-7524
 Ashley Johnson, MAI, R/W-AC 
(812) 337- 0772
Cindy Candler, PS,  (317) 826-7140
PARLIAMENTARIAN
Chris Wischer, Esq. (812) 425-1591
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